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BOROUGH  OF  BARNSLEY. 


Meteorological. 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  tine  Year  ISOT. 


To  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Town  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  1907  was  the 
absence  of  any  continuous  hot  weather  in  the  summer 
months.  The  thermometer  only  rose  to  70°  Fahrenheit 
on  15  days,  compared  with  53  such  days  in  1906,  and  an 
average  of  37’5  for  the  last  39  years.  Of  these  rare  hot 
days  2 were  in  May,  only  1 in  June,  9 in  July,  and  3 in 
August.  The  impression  of  a cold  summer  was  heightened 
by  the  fact  that  May  and  June  were  wet  months,  each 
with  25  days  on  which  rain  fell,  while  July,  though  it  had 
a smaller  total  amount  of  rain,  had  no  fewer  than  20 
days  on  which  not  less  than  too  of  an  inch  fell.  August 
was  nearly  as  bad,  with  17  rainy  days.  September  was 
the  driest  month  of  the  year,  followed  by  a specially  wet 
October,  with  5*28  inches  on  24  days. 

The  total  rainfall  (26*24  inches)  was  very  little  below 
the  average  for  the  past  39  years  (26*70  inches),  but  was 
so  distributed  as  to  give  a maximum  of  discomfortthrough- 
out  the  year,  though  discomfort  and  ill  health  are  fortun- 
ately not  the  same  thing. 
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General 

Statistics. 


The  days  of  frost  on  which  the  thermometer  regis- 
tered 32“  F.,  or  less,  were  46  in  number,  or  5 less  than  the 
average.  The  majority  of  these  cold  days  were  in  January 
and  February,  and  the  first  half  of  March  was  also  cold. 
November  and  December  were  the  other  cold  months, 
and  were  even  more  trying  to  elderly  people,  for  short 
intervals  of  warmer  weather  were  sandwiched  between 
the  colder  spells,  so  that  it  was  difficult  to  get  acclimatised 
to  the  cold.  Consequently  deaths  from  respiratory 
diseases  were  very  common  in  these  5 months. 

The  warm  days  on  which  50“  F.  were  registered,  were 
237  in  number,  or  more  than  the  average  (220) ; but  the 
absence  of  any  number  of  hot  days  kept  the  earth,  4 feet 
below  the  surface,  cool,  so  that  the  4 ft.  earth  thermometer 
only  reached  the  critical  temperature  of  56”  F.  on  5 days, 
all  of  which  were  in  August.  That  this  temperature  of  the 
subsoil  is  in  some  way  an  index  of  the  conditions  favouring 
epidemic  Diarrhoea  is  evident  from  the  comparative  figures 
for  1906  and  1907. 

Days  on  which  the  4 ft.  earth 

Thermometer  registered  Total  Deaths  Infant  Deaths 
56°  F.  or  more.  from  Diarrhcea.  from  Diarrhoea. 

1906  70  99  77 

1907  5 53  40 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough 
of  Barnsley  during  1907  was  899,  being  36  more  than  the 
average  of  the  past  10  years  ; but  of  these  899  deaths  no 
less  than  86  were  deaths  of  non-residents  in  public  insti- 
tutions, so  that  there  were  only  813  deaths  of  residents 
registered,  to  which  number  have  to  be  added  18  deaths 
of  residents  in  Barnsley,  who  died  in  public  institutions 
outside  the  district. 

The  nett  number  of  deaths  is  therefore  83 1 , or  6 
more  than  the  average  of  the  last  10  years. 

1520  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  or  62 
more  than  the  average  of  the  last  10  years.  Of  these 
births  102,  or  6‘7  per  cent.,  were  illegitimate.  In  1906, 
7 per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 

The  estimation  of  the  actual  population  of  the  Borough 
becomes  more  and  more  difficult  as  the  census  year 
recedes  into  the  past.  After  comparing  the  figures 


Death-rate  and 
Birth-rate. 


Infant 

Mortality. 
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arrived  at  (1)  by  computing  the  increase  of  population 
mathematically,  on  the  basis  of  the  known  increase 
between  the  census  of  1891  and  that  of  1901,  and  (2)  by 
multiplying  the  additional  houses  built,  by  the  average 
number  of  people  inhabiting  each  house  in  the  Borough 
in  1901, 1 conclude  that  45,000  is  likely  to  be  a near  estimate, 
erring  if  anything  on  the  low  side. 

Calculated  on  the  basis  of  this  estimate  the  death- 
rate  for  1907  is  18 '46  per  1000  persons  living;  a figure 
which  is  indeed  below  the  average  of  the  last  10  years  in 
Barnsley  (19'86),  but  which  once  more  compares  unfavour- 
ably with  the  death-rate  of  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole  (15),  of  the  76  great  towns  (15'4),  and  of  the  141 
smaller  towns  (14‘5). 

The  birth-rate  is  33 ‘77,  the  lowest  of  the  last  10 
years,  and  more  than  1 per  1,000  below  the  average  of 
the  last  10  years  (34’98) ; but  once  more  making  a startling 
contrast  with  the  birth-rate  of  England  and  Wales  (26’3), 
with  that  of  the  great  towns  (27),  and  that  of  the  smaller 
towns  (25’7). 

No  fresh  houses  have  been  built  in  the  special  area, 
and  it  is  probably  fair  to  suppose  that  the  population  of 
this  area  remains  at  about  10,000  persons. 

On  this  basis  I give,  for  what  they  are  worth,  the 
calculated  death-rates  and  birth-rates  of  the  area  and  the 
rest  of  the  town ; — 

Death-rate  Birth-rate, 

Special  Area  ...  ...  18‘3  29’9 

Rest  of  Barnsley  ...  18'5  34'8 

Taking  Barnsley  as  a whole  there  were  236  deaths 
among  infants,  or  28  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of 
deaths.  This  number  is  34  fewer  than  the  average  for 
the  past  10  years  (270),  but  there  were  better  figures  in 
1899  and  1905. 

The  infant  mortality,  or  deaths  of  children  under  1 
year  per  1,000  births  registered,  was  155,  a figure  below 
the  average  for  the  past  10  years  in  Barnsley,  but  still 
deplorably  higher  than  the  118  which  is  the  infant 
mortality  of  England  and  Wales.  It  compares  unfavour- 
ably also  with  the  infant  mortality  of  the  76  great  towns, 
which  was  127. 
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Zymotic 

Diseases. 


The  infant  mortality  figures  for  the  special  area,  and 
the  rest  of  the  town,  do  not  depend  on  estimates  of 
population,  but  on  the  figures  actually  received  from  the 
Registrar. 

Deaths  Infant  Mortality 
Births  under  or  rate  per  i.ooo 

registered  i year,  births  registered. 


Special  Area  ...  299  64  214 

Rest  of  Barnsley  ...1,221  172  140 


Now  when  every  allowance  is  made  for  the  fact  that 
the  infant  mortality  of  the  special  area  is  a little  magnified 
by  the  necessary  calculation,  it  remains  evident  that  a 
great  effort  should  be  made  to  reduce  the  number  of 
infant  deaths  in  Barnsley  as  a whole,  and  in  the  special 
area  in  particular : and  I hope  as  a means  to  that  end 
that  you  will  appoint  a trained  nurse  to  visit  each  house 
in  the  special  area  where  a birth  is  registered,  and  to  give 
the  mothers  information  as  to  the  best  methods  of  rearing 
babies. 


Of  the  chief  causes  of  these  deaths  among  infants, 
Diarrhoeal  Diseases  were  responsible  for  40  deaths. 
Premature  Births  for  39,  Bronchitis  for  38,  Atrophy  and 
Debility  (probably  due  to  improper  feeding)  for  23  deaths. 

44  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  are  among  children 
under  5 years.  This  is  rather  better  than  the  average  of 
the  past  10  years,  but  clearly  the  advantage  of  Barnsley’s 
high  birth-rate  is  wiped  out  by  the  high  mortality  among 
children. 


The  deaths  caused  by  the  seven  principle  Zymotic 
Diseases  were  146  in  number,  or  12  less  than  the  average 
of  the  preceeding  10  years.  The  Diseases  showing  a 
decreased  number  of  deaths  compared  with  1906,  are: — 
DiarrhcBa  53  deaths  (99),*  Scarlet  Fever  10  deaths  (17), 
and  Diphtheria  4 deaths  (7).  The  increases  are: — 
Measles  44  deaths  (11),  Whooping  Cough  24  deaths  (17), 
and  Enteric  Fever  1 1 deaths  (7)  ; Small-pox  fortunately 
does  not  appear  in  the  table  either  in  1906  or  in  1907. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  for  the  year  is  3 '24  (3‘55), 
which  is  a slight  improvement  on  1906,  but  compares 
badly  with  the  Zjmiotic  death-rate  of  the  76  great  towns 
(1*54),  and  even  worse  with  that  of  the  141  smaller  towns 
(r29),  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  (1*26). 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


Diphtheria. 


Diarrhoea,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  are  the 
main  factors  of  the  Barnsley  excess. 

’The  1906  figures  are  given  in  brackets. 

249  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the 
year,  or  5 more  than  in  1906.  Up  to  the  end  of  May  the 
diminished  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever,  which  began  in 
October  1906,  continued.  From  June  onwards  came  a 
steady  increase,  culminating  in  50  cases  notified  in 
November,  followed  by  a decline  to  25  in  December. 
The  total  number  of  notifications  received  each  month 
being  4,  5,  11,  10,  12,  16,  23,  25,  33,  35,  50,  and  25.  Of  the 
cases,  53  were  from  the  special  area,  and  196  from  the 
rest  of  the  town  ; 44  of  the  former,  and  148  of  the  latter, 
being  isolated  at  the  Kendray  Hospital. 

Among  the  57  cases  nursed  at  home  there  were  5 
deaths,  a case  fatality  of  8’7  per  cent.  There  were  also 
5 deaths  among  the  192  cases  nursed  in  the  Kendray 
Hospital,  a case  fatality  of  2'6  per  cent.  The  case  fatality 
of  the  whole  number  of  cases  was  a trifle  over  4 percent. 

Evidence  is  slowly  accumulating  (see  table  B)  that 
the  effect  of  the  Kendray  Hospital  has  been  (a)  to  reduce 
slightly  the  total  amount  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  town 
(column  2) ; (6)  to  diminish  distinctly  the  mortality  among 
the  cases  nursed  in  hospital  (columns  4 and  6);  and  (c) 
to  protect  children  under  5 to  some  extent  from  catching 
the  disease  (columns  7 and  8). 

Although  in  November  I thought  there  might  be  an 
overlooked  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  the  Agnes  Road 
School,  the  most  perplexing  part  of  the  increased  pre- 
valence was,  that  no  special  milk  supply  seemed  to  be  at 
fault,  nor  was  there  any  evidence  that  any  particular 
school  was  involved,  and  I was  driven  to  the  conclusion 
that  for  some  unknown  reason,  possibly  climatic,  children 
were  more  susceptible  to  the  disease  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  than  in  the  first  6 months. 

22  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  2 of  Membranous  Croup 
were  notified  during  the  year,  or  21  fewer  cases  than  in 
1906.  Four  of  the  cases  died.  One  of  the  Membranous 
Croup  cases  and  one  of  the  Diphtheria  cases,  were  dead 
before  your  Sanitary  Inspector  got  to  the  houses;  one 
case  of  Diphtheria  died  a few  minutes  after  admission  to 
the  Kendray  Hospital,  and  one  a few  hours  after  admission. 


Erysipelas. 


Puerperal 

Fever. 


Enteric  Fever. 


Diarrhoea. 
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None  of  the  cases  were  in  the  special  area.  13, 
including  the  above  mentioned  moribund  cases,  were 
removed  to  the  Kendray  Hospital.  All  of  the  1 1 cases, 
removed  to  the  Kendray  Hospital  reasonably  early, 
recovered.  About  4 of  the  cases  there  was  some  doubt 
as  to  the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis. 

Of  the  22  cases  of  Erysipelas,  3 were  in  the  special 
area,  and  19  in  the  rest  of  the  town.  Two  of  the  cases 
proved  fatal,  but  no  specially  insanitary  conditions  were 
discovered  in  connection  with  any  of  the  cases.  (In  1906 
there  were  42  cases). 

There  were  4 cases  notified  as  Puerperal  Fever,  as 
in  1906,  but  fortunately  none  of  them  proved  fatal. 
Different  midwives  were  in  attendance  on  each  of  the 
four  cases,  and  no  further  cases  have  been  notified,  so 
that  our  disinfection  of  the  midwives  seems  to  have  been 
efficient. 

47  cases  of  Enteric  (or  Typhoid)  Fever  were  notified, 
or  6 less  than  in  1906.  Of  these,  8 cases  were  in  the 
special  area,  and  39  in  the  rest  of  the  town. 

34  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Kendray  Hospital, 
and  of  these  7 (20‘6  per  cent.)  died.  Of  the  13  cases 
nursed  at  home  4 (30'S  per  cent.)  died.  So  though  the 
amount  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  satisfactorily  small,  the 
cases  were  generally  of  a very  severe  type. 

36  of  the  cases  were  in  “ privy  ashpit”  houses,  9 in 
waste  water-closet  houses,  and  1 in  a water-closet  house. 

There  are  approximately  20,000  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Barnsley  still  living  in  houses  with  privy  ashpits,  and  the 
balance  of  25,000  are  in  houses  with  water-closets,  or 
waste  water-closets.  Had  the  former  only  suffered 
proportionately  to  the  latter,  there  should  only  have  been 
8 cases  of  Typhoid  among  them,  instead  of  the  36  actually 
recorded. 

Of  the  infectious  diseases  not  coming  under  the 
Notification  Act,  Diarrhoea  caused  53  deaths.  Of  these  40 
were  among  infants  under  1 year,  8 among  children 
between  the  ages  of  1 and  2 years,  2 in  children  over  2 
years  and  under  5 years.  The  remaining  3 deaths  being  in 
adults  over  50.  Six  of  the  deaths  were  in  August,  1 1 in 
September,  and  21  in  October,  the  remainder  being  spread 


Measles. 


<) 

fairly  evenly  over  the  other  months  of  the  year  (see  table 
VI.  last  column  but  one).  This  monthly  incidence  is  in 
curious  contrast  to  the  incidence  in  hot  years,  with  larger 
number  of  deaths  due  to  Diarrhoea.  Then  the  maximum 
fatality  from  this  disease  is  always  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember, whereas  in  the  wet  summer  of  1903  the  maximum 
fatality  was  in  October,  as  it  was  in  1907,  44  of  the  deaths 
were  in  “privy-ashpit”  houses,  9 in  waste-water  closet 
houses.  If  the  privy-ashpit  houses  had  only  suffered  pro- 
portionately, 8 deaths  should  have  occurred  in  them,  and 
no  more. 

The  following  is  the  Diarrhoea  deaths  table  brought  up 
to  date,  and  I may  remind  you  that  in  every  year  the  cal- 
culations have  been  made  on  as  lenient  a basis  as  possible, 
so  that  the  total  of  413  is  really  an  under-statement. 


YEAR. 

DEATHS  FROM  DIARRHOEA. 

Excess  of 
Deaths  in  Privy 
Ashpit  Houses 
above  number 
expected. 

Occurring  in 
Water  Carriage 
Houses. 

Expected 
if  proportionate 
inPrivy  Ashpit 
Houses. 

Actually 
occurring  in 
Privy  Ashpit 
Houses. 

1897 

13 

39 

98 

59 

1898 

11 

22 

65 

43 

1899 

20 

30 

48 

18 

1900 

18 

27 

55 

28 

1901 

17 

26 

70 

44 

1902 

6 

9 

47 

38 

1903 

14 

21 

48 

27 

1904 

26 

26 

73 

47 

1905 

10 

10 

41 

31 

1906 

31 

26 

68 

42 

1907 

9 

8 

44 

36 

Total  excess  in  11 

years 

. 413 

The  epidemic  of  Measles  which  started  in  November, 
1906,  continued  throughout  the  first  6 months  of  1907,  and 
caused  44  deaths.  No  less  than  12  schools  had  to  be 
closed  on  account  of  Measles  for  periods  of  4 weeks,  and 
in  three  cases  a further  extension  of  the  closure  was 
necessary. 
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Whooping 

Gough. 


S.  George’s  Infants’  Department,  Eldon  Street 
Infants,  and  S.  George’s  Girls’  School,  had  been  closed 
in  November  and  December,  1906.  Agnes  Road  Infants’, 
and  Doncaster  Road  Infants’  Schools  were  closed  from 
13th  January  to  9th  February,  and  the  closure  had  to  be 
extended  to  23rd  February.  Then  Park  Road  Infants’ 
Department  was  closed  from  2nd  February  to  2nd  March. 
Baker  Street  Infants’  from  6th  February  to  6th  March, 
and  S.  John’s  Infants  was  closed  3 days  later,  from  9th 
February  to  9th  March.  This  latter  school  re-opened  but 
had  to  be  closed  again  from  10th  April  to  8th  May.  S.  Mary’s 
Infants’  Department  was  first  closed  from  9th  February 
to  9th  March  and  then  the  closure  had  to  be  extended  to 
the  27th  of  March. 

Blackburn  lane  Infants’  Department  was  closed  from 
16th  February  to  16th  March,  Wesleyan  Infants’  Depart- 
ment was  closed  from  9th  March  to  6th  April,  St.  George’s 
Road  Infants’  Department  was  closed  from  9th  March  to 
6th  April,  S.  Edward’s  School  was  closed  from  27th  April 
to  25th  May;  and  finally  in  November  there  was  a fresh 
epidemic  among  the  children  attending  Holyrood  School, 
and  the  Girls’  and  Infants’  Department  was  closed  from 
8th  November  to  6th  December,  and  the  Boys’  Department 
from  11th  November  to  9th  December. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Measles  had,  in  all  but  two 
of  the  schools,  considerably  exceeded  10  per  cent,  of  the 
number  of  children  on  the  rolls,  before  I was  informed  of 
the  fact ; so  that  the  system  of  trying  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  measles  epidemics  by  closing  infants’  schools 
so  soon  as  10  per  cent,  of  the  children  on  the  rolls  are 
suffering  from  measles,  hardly  had  a fair  trial-  In  conse- 
quence of  a recent  memorandum  from  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  on  the  subject  of  closing  schools,  I am 
preparing  a scheme  on  the  lines  of  that  memorandum, 
and  this  will  shortly  be  submitted  to  j^ou,  and  to  the 
Education  Committee.  Of  the  44  deaths,  7 were  among 
infants,  and  36  in  children  under  5 years. 

24  deaths  were  caused  by  Whooping  Cough,  of  which 
number  16  were  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  when  the 
Measles  epidemic  had  for  the  most  part  abated. 

10  of  the  deaths  were  among  infants,  and  the  rest 
among  children  under  5 years. 
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Influenza. 


Other  Sanitary 
Work. 

Nuisances. 


Food  and  Drugs 


Special 

Inspections. 


Of  the  11  deaths  caused  by  Influenza,  8 were  in 
January,  February,  and  March,  when  also  deaths  caused 
by  Respiratory  Diseases  were  at  their  maximum.  There 
is  unfortunately  no  known  means  of  reducing  the  preva- 
lence of  this  disease,  though  possibly  improved  ventilation 
of  public  buildings  might  conduce  to  this  desirable  end. 


733  nuisances  were  reported  during  the  year  1907, 
and  of  these  705  were  abated,  the  balance  are  still  being 
dealt  with.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  7 cases, 
5 of  these  were  to  enforce  the  cleansing  of  dirty  houses. 
These  proceedings  are  only  taken  when  the  filth  is  almost 
incredible,  and  there  is  a deliberate  refusal  to  attempt 
any  amelioration  ; so  that  there  is  a large  margin  of  dirty 
houses  in  Barnsley  where  cleanliness  is  neglected,  except 
under  threat  of  legal  proceedings.  There  seems  to  be 
room  for  missionaries  to  preach  the  gospel  of  soap  and 
water.  Legal  proceedings  were  also  taken  to  remedy 
insufficient  sanitary  accommodation,  where  certain  privy 
ashpits  were  a serious  danger  to  the  public  health.  Water- 
closets  were  eventually  substituted  without  it  being 
necessary  to  fight  the  case  to  a finish.  In  the  remaining 
case  swine  were  kept  in  such  numbers  as  to  be  a nuisance, 
in  spite  of  the  greatest  care  being  taken  to  frequently 
remove  the  manure,  etc.,  etc.  The  Justices  ordered  the 
nuisance  to  be  abated  within  reasonable  time,  and  this 
has  been  done. 


There  were  18  seizures  of  unsound  food,  and  in  two 
cases  prosecutions  followed,  which  resulted  in  the  con- 
viction of  the  offenders. 

105  samples  were  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  and  2 prosecutions  resulted,  in  connection  with 
unsatisfactory  milk. 

Weekly  inspections  are  made  of  the  23  slaughter- 
houses in  the  Borough,  and  of  the  6 premises  where 
offensive  trades  are  carried  on.  These  include  3 tripe 
dressers,  1 gut-scraper,  1 horse-slaughterer,  and  1 tallow- 
melter. 

55  inspections  have  been  made  of  13  cowsheds  in  the 
Borough,  and  29  inspections  of  canal  boats  coming  into 
the  Borough  from  other  districts. 
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House  to  House 
Inspection. 


Conversion  of 
Privies. 


Factories  and 
Workshops. 


Slaughter 

Houses. 


During  the  year  1907,  the  House-to-House  Inspector 
visited  4242  houses.  All  the  houses  visited  are  entered 
in  a register  with  full  details  as  to  their  sanitary  condition. 

During  the  year  53  privies  were  converted  into  water 
closets,  mostly  in  the  special  area.  (In  1906  44  were  so 
converted.)  The  conversion  of  some  of  the  most  in- 
sanitary privies  is  still  an  urgent  question. 

33  factories,  102  workshops,  and  17  workplaces  were 
inspected  during  the  year.  In  5 cases  want  of  cleanliness 
was  found  and  the  necessary  cleaning  done  inconsequence 
of  verbal  notice. 

In  one  case  a nuisance  was  found,  and  abated  after 
the  serving  of  a legal  notice. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  was  found  to  be  de- 
fective in  7 cases,  in  all  of  which  the  defect  was  remedied 
in  consequence  of  verbal  notice. 


13  lists  of  out-workers  in  the  clothing  and  bootmaking 
trades  were  received  during  the  year  from  7 manu- 
facturers. 6 of  the  lists  were  received  twice  during  the 
year  ; the  odd  list  concerning  1 out- worker  was  a new 
list  from  a firm  employing  an  out-worker  for  the  first 
time. 


The  lists  concerned  47  out-workers  whose  premises 
have  all  been  inspected  during  the  year.  No  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  occurred  in  any  of  these  premises. 

172  workshops  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  of  which  15  were  bakehouses.  One  of  these  last  is 
technically  underground,  and  is  licensed  by  you,  and  is  fit 
to  be  used  as  a bakehouse. 

One  new  slaughter-house  has  been  licensed  during 
the  year.  Till  such  time  as  you  build  a public  slaughter- 
house (which  is  much  to  be  desired),  it  is  clear  that 
additional  slaughter-houses  will  be  required  from  time  to 
time  in  the  Borough,  and  there  are  many  places  where 
such  slaughter-houses  are  likely  to  be  less  of  a nuisance 
than  some  of  the  slaugter-houses  of  old  standing. 


Conclusion 
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I regret  to  saj'’  in  conclusion,  that  for  a year  with  a 
cold  summer,  there  have  been  far  too  many  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  ; and  that  the  high  general  death-rate.  Zymotic 
death-rate,  and  infant  mortality,  prevent  me  from  review- 
ing the  past  year  with  any  feeling  of  satisfaction.  While 
it  is  true  that  a moral  reform  is  urgently  needed,  still,  in 
some  of  the  Barnsley  streets  and  courts,  the  path  to  a 
higher  standard  of  personal  cleanlines  and  sanitation 
must  be  through  a very  straight  gate,  and  the  effort  to 
widen  this  gate  is  essentially  the  province  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  SADLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Barnsley, 

24th  March,  1908. 
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To  the  Hospitals  Committee  of  the  Toxcn  Council. 
Gentlemen, — 

Lund  Wood  Hospital  has  not  been  required  for 
Small-pox  during  1907,  but  in  November  we  were  obliged 
to  open  it  as  an  extension  of  the  Kendray  Hospital,  for 
the  reception  of  convalescent  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever ; all 
the  Scarlet  Fever  Wards  at  the  Kendray  Hospital  being 
at  that  time  full.  By  the  24th  of  December  we  were 
once  more  able  to  accommodate  all  our  cases  in  the 
Kendray  Hospital. 

Although  there  was  such  great  pressure  on  our 
accommodation  in  November,  there  had  been  fewer  cases 
than  usual  admitted  during  the  earlier  months  of  the 
year,  so  that  the  total  admissions  are  only  594  for  the 
whole  year ; the  figures  for  the  preceding  three  years 
being  628  in  1904,  691  in  1905  and  622  in  1906.  Of  the 
594  cases,  467  were  Scarlet  Fever  patients,  87  Typhoid 
Fever,  and  40  Diphtheria. 

239  cases  came  from  Barnsley  and  in  addition  1 
baby,  the  only  member  of  a family  of  four  who  had  not 
got  Scarlet  Fever,  but  being  at  the  breast  could  not  very 
well  be  left  behind  to  look  after  itself.  Further  two  of 
your  nursing  staff  and  one  of  your  servants  contracted 
Typhoid  Fever,  one  of  the  former  barely  escaping  with 
her  life,  and  three  nurses,  and  one  servant,  contracted 
Scarlet  Fever.  The  total  Barnsley  admissions  are 
therefore  247. 

The  contributing  Townships  sent  in  cases  as  follows : — 


Wombwell 

...  98  'i 

Worsbro’  ... 

...  94  I 

Hoy  land  .v. 

...  51 

Cudworth  ... 

...  26 

Darfield 

...  21 

Monk  Bretton 

...  17 

Barnsley  Rural  ... 

...  13 

Ardsley 

...  12 

Royston 

...  9 

Darton 

6 

Total  347. 


/ 


15 


Scarlet  Fever. 


Enteric  Fever. 


Diphtheria. 


Of  the  467  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  1 1 died,  or  2’35 
per  cent.,  (case  fatality  1906  was  2'8%).  There  were 
again  as  in  the  previous  year  a considerable  number  of 
bad  septic  cases,  so  that  a slightly  reduced  case  fatality 
is  satisfactor3\ 

No  less  than  16  of  the  87  Typhoid  Fever  cases  died, 
or  18*4  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  ir7  per  cent,  in  the 
previous  year.  Meningeal  and  Respiratory  complications 
were  chiefly  responsible  for  the  increased  death-rate,  and 
there  were  several  patients  sent  in  to  hospital  as  their 
last  and  only  chance ; some  of  these  survived,  but  the 
majority  did  not. 

4 of  the  40  cases  of  Diphtheria  died,  one  a few 
minutes,  and  the  other  a few  hours,  after  admission.  The 
latter  was  one  of  the  two  tracheotomy  cases  that  died, 
two  other  tracheotomy  cases  recovered. 

The  case  fatality  is  10  per  cent.,  compared  with  5'9 
per  cent,  in  the  previous  year.  But  for  the  two  moribund 
cases,  the  case  fatality  would  have  been  5%  in  1907  also. 

During  the  year  Dr.  Fryer  and  I paid  413  visits  to 
the  Kendray  Hospital  and  26  visits  to  Lund  Wood  Hos- 
pital, not  including  Committee  Meetings  or  Dr.  Fryer’s 
two  courses  of  twelve  lectures  to  the  nurses.  The  Ken- 
dray Hospital  is  a mile  and  a half  from  our  houses,  and 
Lund  Wood  about  two  and  a half  miles.  Our  mileage  in 
3'our  service  therefore  works  out  at  1,300  miles  or  more. 

I have  recently  had  occasion  to  tabulate  the  Scarlet 
Fever  cases,  deaths,  and  case  fatality  at  the  Kendray 
Hospital  during  the  past  7 years,  and  I add  this  table  for 
your  information. 

SCARLET  FEYER  IN  KENDRAY  HOSPITAL. 


Year. 

Cases  admitted. 

Deaths. 

Case  fatality 

(fkUSMO*). 

Y1  7 

1901 

463 

8 

1902 

384 

5 

r3 

1903 

215 

3 

r3 

1904 

462 

12 

2‘6 

1905 

572 

30 

5'2 

1906 

494 

14 

2'8 

1907 

467 

11 

2*35 

In  Seven  years 

3057 

83 

2-71 

16 


My  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Fryer  for  his  valued 
assistance ; to  the  Matron  for  the  indefatigable  energy 
with  which  she  attends  to  the  patients’  well  being,  and 
the  skill  which  keeps  the  administrative  machinery  running 
smoothly ; and  to  the  staff,  for  their  courteous  and  willing 
assistance. 


1 have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  J.  SADLER. 


* 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1907  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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'Ta.ble  II.  (lY.  OF  L.  G.  B.) 


Diseases. 


At  all 
Ages. 


Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

Croup  

Enteric  Fever 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis  

Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases  

Phthsis  

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  

Pleurisy  

Broncho-pneumonia 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 
Alcoholism  and  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Venereal  Diseases  

Premature  Birth  

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition 

Heart  Diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides  

Acute  Rheumatism 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System 
Diseases  of  Ui-inary  and  Generative 

Systems 

Old  Age  

Debility,  Marasmus,  &c 

Cerebral  Hoemorrhage  and  Embolism 
All  other  causes  


All  Causes 


44 

10 

24 

4 

4 

11 

11 

53 

3 

2 

12 

46 

28 

43 

104 

26 

3 

34 

7 

10 

1 

43 

2 

61 

24 

7 

2 

32 

13 

27 
51 

28 
37 
24 


Under 
1 year. 


7 

10 

40 


4 

1 

8 

42 
4 

19 

1 

"i 

43 


831 


12 

1 


27 

10 


1—2 


21 

'7 

1 

2 


8 

1 

"2 

2 

7 

'8 

2 

'7 

2 


236 


2-5 


15 

6 

7 

2 

1 

1 

”2 

1 


75 


61 


5 -15 

15—25 

25—30 

30— 

40— 

50—65 

85— 

70— 

80— 

90— 

1 

... 

2 

i 

i 

i 

... 

1 

3 

"2 

"2 

'2 

1 

... 

1 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

i 

3 

11 

6 

11 

7 

3 

i 

i 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

24 

3 

7 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

6 

13 

7 

13 

6 

1 

6 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

2 

2 

I 

1 

6 

7 

23 

5 

16 

3 

... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

... 

2 

... 
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2 

3 

3 

6 

3 

i 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

... 

1 
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4 

10 

4 
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1 

6 

31 

12 

i 
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16 
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1 

2 

6 

33 

27 

22 

44 

00 

121 

44 
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rfsiilsle  III. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1907. 
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•Locality  in  which  Workhouse  is  situated. 
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DEATHS  FROM  PHTHISIS  AND  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 


Class  of  Disease. 

Total 

Deaths  per  1000 

Percentage  of 

Deaths. 

Persons  living. 

Total  Deaths. 

Phthisis 

46 

102 

5-54 

Bronchitis  ... 

104 

2-31 

12-51 

Pneumonia... 

26 

•58 

312 

Pleurisy 

Broncho-  Pneumonia 

3 

•06 

•37 

and  other  Respira- 
tory Diseases 

41 

•91 

4-93 

Total 

220 

4-88 

26-47 

1 

'Table  Y. 

Shewing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  each  of  the  Seven 
Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  Eleven  Years  1897  to 
19u7,  omitting  Deaths  from  other  Sanitary  Districts,  but 
including  Deaths  from  Barnsley  in  the  Kendray  and  Lund 
Wood  Hospitals. 


Disease. 

1897 

1 1898 

1 

g 

00 

19J0 

1901 

1902 

1903  I 

1904  1 

1905  1 

1906  1 

A\erage  Number 
of  Deaths  for 

10  years. 

Deaths  in  1907.  1 

Zymotic  Death 
Rates.  1907. 

Small-pox  

2 

1 

5 

3 

IT 

Measles  

15 

22 

29 

37 

62 

19 

56 

23 

28 

11 

30-2 

44 

•98 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

1 

9 

14 

18 

6 

2 

11 

8 

17 

10'8 

10 

•22 

Diphtheria  and 
Membran.  Croup 

1 

4 

7 

19 

10 

19 

9 

9 

4 

7 

8-9 

4 

•09 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

4 

37 

3 

26 

13 

11 

21 

27 

3 

17 

16-2 

24 

■53 

Enteric  Fever 

10 

20 

13 

7 

32 

18 

10 

19 

8 

7 

14-4 

11 

•24 

Diarrhoea  

111 

76 

66 

58 

87 

53 

62 

99 

51 

99 

76-4 

53 

1^18 

Totals 

163 

160 

129 

161 

222 

128 

161 

193 

105 

158 

1580 

146 

324 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  REGISTERED;  DEATHS  UNDER  12  MONTHS;  AND  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS 
FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES  IN  EACH  MONTH  OF  THE  YEAR  1907; 

AND  ALSO  DEATHS  IN  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 
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TEMPERATURE  AND  RAINFALL  IN  BARNSLEY  IN  1907. 


Table  V.  of  L.G.B.  Tatole  YIII. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1907.  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


1'otal 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 
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Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  1,418;  illegitimate,  102.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  831.  Population  (est.  to  middle  of  1907),  45,000. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  Infants,  214  ; illegitimate  Infants,  22. 


'I'a.ble  IX. 


SANITARY  WORK  DONE  IN  1907. 


Notices  served  for  the  Sanitary  Amendment  of  Houses 
and  Premises 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Meat  and  Food... 

Prosecutions  for  exposing  Unsound  Meat  for  Sale... 

Do.  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
Samples  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
Privy  Ashpits  converted  to  Water  Closets  ... 

New  Water  Closets  constructed 
New  Waste  Water  Closets 
New  Privy  Ashpits 


733 

18 

2 

2 

105 

53 
152 

54 
2 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  and  Visited 


1906 

346  388 


Total  Number  of  Cases 
Hospital 

isolated  in 

the  Kendray 

594 

622 

Total  Number  of  Cases 
Wood  Hospital 

isolated 

in  the  Lund 

0 

0 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  isolated  from  Barnsley  ... 

192 

187 

Do.  Enteric  Fever 

do. 

do. 

34 

43 

Do.  Diphtheria 

do. 

do. 

13 

19 

Do.  Small-pox 

do. 

do. 

0 

0 

Patients  admitted  to  Kendray  Hospital  from  other 

Districts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  347  372 

Patients  admitted  to  Lund  Wood  Hospital  from 

other  Districts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 0 


A 


□Cables  A.  tio  D. 

SCARLET  FEVER  DEATH  RATES  FOR  37  YEARS. 


Years. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Death  Rates. 

Years. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Death  Rates. 

Years. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Death  Rates. 

Years. 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

1 Death  Rates. 

1 

1871 

•17 

1881 

•13 

1891 

•25 

1901 

•44 

1872 

•04 

1882 

1-24 

1892 

•24 

1902 

•14 

1873 

5-06 

1883 

•30 

1893 

•53 

1903 

•04 

1874 

2 80 

1884 

3^87 

1894 

•10 

1904 

•25 

1875 

•62 

1885 

1-71 

1895 

•40 

1905 

•18 

1876 

•27 

1886 

1-62 

1896 

•59 

1906 

•38 

1877 

■27 

1887 

1-78 

1897 

•54 

1907 

•22 

1878 

•57 

1888 

•49 

1898 

•02 

1879 

1-58 

1889 

•23 

1899 

■21 

1880 

1.58 

1890 

•05 

1900 

•32 

B SCARLET  FEVER  STATISTICS  FOR  16  YEARS  OF 
COMPULSORY  NOTIFICATION. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Years. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Cases  notified. 

1 Percentage  of 

I Cases  nursed 

1 at  home 

with 

1 Case  Fatality. 

Percentage  of 
Cases  Isolated 
in  Kendray 

with 

Case  Fatality. 

: Percentage  of 
Notifications 
under  5 years. 

Percentage  of 

1 Notifications 

1 5 years  and 

upwards. 

1891 

73 

76-8 

10-7 

23-2 

17-6 

33 

67 

1892 

112 

92 

7-7 

8 

11-1 

31 

69 

1893 

283 

95-8 

7 

4-2 

8-3 

37 

63 

1894 

240 

855 

3-9 

14-5 

8-5 

44 

56 

1895 

280 

75 

6-6 

2.=) 

2-8 

48 

52 

1896 

326 

47-3 

6^4 

52-7 

8-1 

41 

59 

1897 

230 

42-2 

14-4 

57-8 

6 

42 

58 

1898 

99 

31-2 

0 

88-8 

11 

26 

74 

1899 

151 

42-4 

9 

57-6 

3-4 

39 

61 

1900 

297 

26 

14-28 

74 

1-37 

34 

66 

1901 

396 

51-3 

5-91 

48-7 

3-1 

22 

78 

1902 

346 

41  ^4 

2-79 

58-6 

•98 

28 

72 

1903 

105 

39 

4-8 

61 

0 

35 

65 

1904 

222 

35-6 

10 

64-4 

211 

28 

72 

1905 

255 

26-3 

3 

73-7 

3-2 

32 

68 

1906 

244 

23-4 

19-3 

76-6 

3-2 

27 

73 

1907* 

249 

22-8 

8-7 

77-2 

2-6 

22 

78 

• The  last  quarter  of  1906  and  the  first  two  quarters  of  1907  were  times  of 
minimum  prevalence. 


C Number  of  Deaths  in  Barnsley  from  the  seven  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases  during  Three  Decades, 
and  in  the  Years  1901—1907,  including  Deaths  at 
Kendray  and  Lund  Wood  Hospitals  of  Barnsley  Residents. 


Decade. 

1871-1880. 

Decade. 

1881-1890. 

Decade. 

1891-1900. 

Years 

1901-1907. 

Small-pox  

9 

4 

5 

11 

Measles 

130 

195 

299 

243 

Diphtheria  

23 

58 

65 

62 

Whooping  Cough... 

136 

175 

195 

116 

Typhoid  

197 

75 

145 

105 

1 liarrhoea  

4,66 

358 

6.50 

504 

Scarlet  Fever 

342 

355 

135 

72 

N.B. — The  Kendray  Hospital  was  opened  in  1891. 


O Comparative  Table  of  Notifications  for  preceding 
Fifteen  Years. 


Year. 

Small-pox. 

[ Scarlet  Fever. 

1 Diphtheria 

[ and 

Membranous 
Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

43 

26 

5 

3 

1 

112 

283 

240 

280 

326 

57 

79 

51 

36 

52 

29 

63 

39 

33 

26 

2 

9 

4 

6 

10 

11 

236 

125 

124 

76 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

15 

38 

89 

59 

2.30 

99 

151 

297 

396 

346 

105 

222 

255 

244 

18 

18 

20 

47 

4.1 

52 

52 

56 

29 

45 

37 

33 

40 

28 

36 

39 

33 

38 

28 

42 

6 

2 

8 

9 

10 

11 

7 

4 

5 

4 

52 

133 

76 

87 

164 

86 

58 

78 

06 

53 

Average  of] 
preceding  • 
10  years 

20.1 

234-5 

38  0 

35-4 

6-7  1 

85-3 

1907 

0 

249 

24 

22 

4-  1 

47 

